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(5) The executive business of the Division including general matters for 
the Division as a whole and those covering the work of the two sections shall 
be handled by a Secretary at a salary of $3000 per year, the Secretary to be 
resident in Washington. In view of this organization it seems desirable that 
the sum of $3000 being the difference between the salary of the Secretary and 
the normal salary of the head of a division be made available for expenses of the 
Chairman of the Division and the Chairmen of the two Sections, in connection 
with journeys to Washington with such residence at headquarters as may be 
necessary in conducting the work of the Division. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 1.05 p.m. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 
At the National Research Council Building, June 3, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Angell, Bancroft, Clevenger, Leuschner, Mathews, Mer- 
riam, Washburn, Yerkes and, by invitation, H. E. Howe. 

Mr. Merriam in the chair. 

The Secretary reported that in view of the fact that the Government dis- 
bursing office in London, through which disbursements were made to the 
Foreign Research Information Service at London and Paris, had probably 
been closed on June 1 , it would be necessary to advance a sufficient sum of 
money from the funds appropriated to the Executive Board for the continuance 
of the offices of the Scientific Attaches in London and Paris during the month 
of June and for the traveling expenses incident to the return to the United 
States of the staffs of these offices. 

Moved: That, owing to the closing of the disbursing office in London, an advance be made 
from the funds of the National Research Council, allotted to the Executive Board, unless other 
means can be found, to cover the emergency in the disbursement of government funds for the 
offices of the Scientific Attaches in London and Paris during the month of June, with the un- 
derstanding that the sum so advanced will be returned to the National Research Council 
from the President's allotment for the expenses of the Council through the Council of National 
Defense; that the amount to be advanced be left to the discretion of the Chairman and Sec- 
retary, provided it shall not exceed $6000 in all; $3000 for the London and $3000 for the Paris 
office. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the expenses of Scientific Attaches Mendenhall, Howe, and Washington as 
delegates of the National Research Council to the meetings in Brussels be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Delegates (Messrs. Walcott, Leuschner, Yerkes) with power, with the understand- 
ing that the total expenses involved will not exceed $1500. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman reported on the repairs and alterations required to pre- 
pare the Navy League Building for the use of the Council and stated that 
the owners had asked for a week's delay in completing the lease on account 
of a prospective sale of the property, and that under these circumstances an 
option to June 15, 1919 on the removal of the lease of the present quarters had 
been secured. 
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The Chairman reported that in accordance with the resolution passed 
by the Executive Board on May 27, Mr. Gellert Alleman, Swarthmore 
College, Swarthmore, Pa., had been appointed a member of the Board of 
Trustees which shall have power to organize and control the undertaking in 
regard to the preparation of monographs proposed in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Publication of Compendia of Chemical Literature, etc. (see minutes 
of meeting of Executive Board of April 30).. 

The Chairman recommended that the record be completed by report- 
ing the appointment of Mr. John Johnston, Chairman of the Section on 
Industrial Relations under the old organization, as Acting Chairman, without 
salary, of the Division of Industrial Relations under the new organization, 
to date from April 15, 1919. (Approved.) 

The Chairman announced the membership of the joint Committee on the 
Publication of Critical Tables of Physical and Chemical Constants, authorized 
on April 15, to be as follows: 

Messrs. Bumstead and Millikan, Division of Physical Sciences. 

Messrs. Bancroft and Washburn, Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technology. 

Mr. S. W. Stratton, Bureau of Standards. 

Mr. F. E. Fowle, Smithsonian Institution. 

The Acting Chairman of the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Technol- 
ogy presented a report of the joint Committee on the Publication of Critical 
Tables of Physical and Chemical Constants, which was adopted in the follow- 
ing amended form: 

Your committee appointed to consider the plans proposed by the American Chemical So- 
ciety with reference to the preparation of Critical Tables of Physical and Chemical Con- 
stants, submits the following report: 

(1) It is recommended that the Council approve of preparing critical volumes of physical 
and chemical constants and related numerical data, as described in that report, but with the 
changes indicated by the italicized portions of the following extract from the report: Sec- 
tion II, 3 (confer minutes of meeting of April 22). 

(1) The work shall not be a mere compilation, but shall represent a critical digest of 
physico-chemical constants. 

(2) The compilation shall be published in separate parts. This will greatly facilitate the 
editing, greatly accelerate the publication of certain most important parts, and greatly facili- 
tate the problem of keeping the work up-to-date without incurring the necessity of reprinting 
a large volume. 

(3) The business control of the publication shall be placed in the hands of three Trustees 
of whom one (the Chairman) shall be nominated by the Chairman of the National Research 
Council and one each by the President of the American Chemical Society and the President 
of the American Physical Society. They shall hold office for one year and be eligible for 
re-election. They shall have the power to add to their number, subject to the approval of the 
National Research Council. The Trustees shall have the power to interest scientific bodies 
(such as the National Research Council, the Smithsonian Institution, Government Bureaus, 
etc.) or some publishing house in the preparation and publication either of the whole com- 
pilation (subject to the scientific control discussed below) or of individual parts of the 
compilation, or to recommend any plan of financing the undertaking that they may deem 
wise. The undertaking is to be considered primarily in charge of the National Research 
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Council with the support of the American Chemical Society, the American Physical Society 
and other scientific societies. 

(4) The scientific control of the preparation of the volume on physico-chemical constants 
shall be vested in a committee of seven to be appointed by the Chairman of the National 
Research Council: three members on nomination by the Division of Chemistry and Chemical 
Technology and three members on nomination by the Division of Physical Sciences. The 
Chairman of the Committee will be the paid Editor-in-Chief of the work and will be selected by 
the Chairman of the National Research Council, the President of the American Chemical 
Society and the President of the American Physical Society. (Interested Scientific Societies 
including Electrochemical Society, the Institute of Chemical Engineers, etc., are represented 
in the Divisions of Chemistry and Chemical Technology and Physical Sciences of the National 
Research Council.) The members of the Commi ttee. are to be appointed for one year or for 
such other term as the appointing power may see fit and are to be eligible for reappointment. 

(5) International cooperation is desired in carrying out this project and the International 
Chemical Union shall be requested to make suggestions as to such international representa- 
tion on the Board of Scientific Control as it deems desirable. 

Moved: That the delegates to the meetings of {he International Chemical Union to be 
held in July at London and Brussels be authorized to present the foregoing report as the 
American plan for the preparation of critical tables of physical and chemical constants. 

{Adopted.) 

The Secretary reported that the Research Information Service had offered 
to abstract and index the minutes of the meetings of the Executive Board 
and of the Divisions. 

Moved: That the Interim Committee approve the offer of the Research Information Serv- 
ice to abstract and index the minutes of the Executive Board and of the Divisions, and that 
the details involved in this plan be left to the Secretary of the Council and the Chairman of 
the Research Information Service. {Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Chairmen of Divisions be requested to invite the Vice-chairmen of 
their Divisions to attend meetings of the Interim Committee whenever they are present in 
Washington. {Adopted) 

Mr. Yerkes, Chairman of the Research Information Service, presented the 
following report: 

At a meeting held in the offices of the Research Council Thursday, May 29, the division 
was organized with Robert M. Yerkes as Chairman and Rear Admiral Albert P. Niblack, as 
Vice-chairman. An executive committee consisting of five members was elected. The 
membership consists of the Chairman and Vice-chairman of the Division, Wesley C. Frost 
representng the government, C. E. Mendenhall representing the divisions of Science and Tech- 
nology (Colonel W. D. Bancroft was elected to act during the absence of Mr. Mendenhall) 
and Edwin F. Gay from the membership at large. 

The division took the following action relative to activities proposed for consideration: 

(a) Personnel Bureau. That the matter of establishing a personnel bureau to undertake 
the preparation of a catalog of men and women qualified for research in science and tech- 
nology, be referred to the executive committee of the Division with instructions to report back 
to the Division. 

That it be recommended to the Executive Board that the following projects be undertaken: 

(b) Catalog of Current Investigations. That the preparation of a catalog of current scien- 
tific and technological investigations be undertaken by the division. 

(c) Abstracts and Handbooks. That the division further the preparation of such aids to 
research as systematic bibliographies, abstracts, digests and handbooks. 
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(d) Publications. That the editing and management of the proposed bulletins of the 
Research Council be placed under the Research Information Service. 

(e) Centralization of Scientific Periodicals. That a plan for cooperation in the publication 
of scientific materials be formulated. 

(f) Catalog of Research Information. That a general catalog of research information be 
acquired and maintained by the Division. 

Moved: That the Interim Committee approve the organization of the Research Informa- 
tion Service, as outlined and the action taken relative to proposed activities of the Service. 

(Adopted.) 

On recommendation of Mr. Leuschner the Acting Chairman of the Divi- 
sion of Physical Sciences, it was 

Moved: That chairmen of committees of the American Section of the proposed Interna- 
tional Astronomical Union attending the meeting of the Section to be held in Washington on 
June 23 and 24 for the purpose of discussing reports and instructing delegates, be reimbursed 
for railroad fare and Pullman expenses with a limit of $100 in each case and a total limit of 
$250. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Research Information Service presented suggestions 
concerning the issuance of publications on the part of the National Research 
Council, especially of a series of special bulletins. 

Moved: That the report on issuing publications be transmitted to the members of the Ex- 
ecutive Board and that the report be made a special order for the meeting of the Executive 
Board to be held on Tuesday, June 10. (Adopted.) 

On recommendation of Mr. Yerkes it was 

Moved: That an additional sum of $300 be allotted to the Committee on Psychology from 
the unappropriated funds of the Council for special study of data regarding men recom- 
mended for discharge or for neuro-psychiatric examination. (Adopted.) 

On Recommendation of the Chairman of the Research Information Service 
it was 

Moved: To reimburse members of the Research Information Service attending the organ- 
izing meeting on May 29 for traveling expenses and to provide for their entertainment at 
luncheon, with the understanding that the total cost be in the neighborhood of $50, the 
amount to be charged to the funds appropriated to the Executive Board. (Adopted.) 

The Interim Committee adjourned at 12.50 p.m. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
At the National Research Council Building, June 10, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Bancroft, Flinn, Hussey, Leuschner, McClung, Merriam, 
Ransome, Stratton, Washburn, Yerkes, and, by invitation, H. E. Howe. 
Mr. Merriam, Chairman of the Council in the Chair. 



